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baqueire

When Peter Hardy, the sklmg re-
porter of Dally Jelegraph, having

skied in 500 ski resorts in 20 coun- .. -
tries, rates Baquelra-Beret the best
ski resort in the.world, one must

ask how come, why, on what criteri-
um, for whom, to what purpose...

‘No need to argue, but let’s
collect qualities, that
prove his claims
true or false.

Skiing brilliance even on budget budget

1. Skilift tickets

The one-week lift-ticket is 20-35 % cheaper than in Val
d’Isere, probably the most popular ski resort in France. The
number of slopes is about the same.

2. Snow certainty

Just before Christamas 36 slopes were open in B-B-B. Peole
ski when Val d’Isere is waiting for snow. In Val d’Isere all
slopes were closed.

When the resort was closed last spring, the snow depth was
four meter at deepest.

The Pyrenees tent to rob the snow meant for the Alps. The
heavy clouds, ordered to bring snow to the Alps are not ably
ti climb over Pyrenees, but unloas thei load on them. Mid-
December three slopes were open in Sestriere, even through
its among the first resorts to receive the clouds from the
Atlantic ocean.

Hardly any boring slopes

3. The slopes

The scenery is multiform. The slopes begin from five moun-
tain tops between 1500 and 2656 m and they meander and
wheel in three different areas.

Most of the slopes certainly pleas the intemediate skier, but
there are 16 demanding, so-called black pistes, of them even
6 so-called double-diamonds, not for anyone.

A great way to call it a day is to ski 1000 m vertical drop

fro the top of Baqueira byt joining the red slopes Mirador,
Stadium and Baqueira (some 4000 m). An easier route from
the same top, but joining Cara Nord and Dera Cascada sums
5900 m.

One can ski all the way to the village from all the 35 slopes
of Baqueira. One skilift is required from Beret and two from
Bonaigua.

Even marked off-pistes and heli-ski

4. Freeski

Vast off-piste areas surround the prepared slopes and are
easily reached from the upper ski lift stations. Skiing the
winding slope from the top of the Llanca ski lift in Bonagua
one can, before every turn, take a 200-meter shortcut though
an off-piste and return to the prepared slope.

If you want more challenge, head for the top of Cap de
Baqueira. Then take Escornacrabes (Where the Goats Stum-
ble). It’s a so called marked off-piste.

Crossing the edge is rewarded by horror, feelings of succeed-
ing and proud self-congratulatory in after-ski.



Ski instruction in English
at the side of the re-union plaza.

5. Ski school

Ski schools are at the top valley of the gondola ski lift. Let’s call
it the re-union plaza. Two restaurants, a café, a ski rental and ski
service can be found there.

It’s also accessible non-stop from most slopes. That makes it
easy for family members of friends with different skiing skills

to stay in contact, mo matter where you skied, be it ski school,
blue, red, black or oft-piste.

By bus from Barcelona

or rent-a-car from Toulouse

6. Connections

Tens of tour operators bring skiers to B-B-B, but flight to Tou-
louse and rent-a-car is good choice. It gives you a chance to visit
many interesting places in Aran Valley.

180 km from Toulouse airport is not a long transfer. It’s exciting
to follow the trail that the partisans used when bringing Jews to
safety during the German occupation in France.

The buss trip from Barcelona airport took four hours. In March
the first half our trip went on was decorated with floral splen-
dour of spring. Our mid-way café rose from an orchard of ap-
ples. The latter half went around a canyon full of previous snow
on the way to satisfy need of drinking water of the seaside.

In bunk bed in 6-p room

or alone under five stars

7. Accommodation

Baqueira is full of architecture of the fifties like most of the
western Alps, but hotels have been renovated to meet the de-
mands of today’s tourists.

All the hotels stand close to the gondola ski lift or the Tuf-Tuf
street train.

In lower village a new centre has been raised in more American
style. It includes 4 and 5 star hotels, restaurants and congress
spaces.

Right beneath Baqueira is a small village of granite houses of
decent size. Even the royal family has it’s chalet there. The el-
egant village is more than just suitable to the mountain scenery.
Four kilometres south of Baqueira there’s the Saldro village. In
a small hotel or restaurant you find original mountain atmos-
phere. The free ski bus takes you to Baqueira and back. My
choice on my next visit.

Right timing is the key word

8. Nourishment

18 slope restaurants or cafes. 37 restaurants in the Baqueira
village. In Vielha, 14 km from Baqueira one has more choices
concerning dining and accommodation.

For some 9 € one gets a three-piece dinner and a bottle of wine
costs 5 €.

The Spanish like the Italian hit the slopes after 10 AM and start
their lunch at 2-5 PM. So in the morning and afternoon there’s
much space for skiing.

For dinner they go after 9 PM, so it’s wise to enter a restaurant

round 8 PM.

Before that you have nothing else to bite but your nails.

By buss Tuf-Tuf you get anywhere

9. In-site traffic.

From Vielha a communal bus carries skiers to a huge parking
area, where the Tuf-Tuf street train takes them to the gondola.
Same thing if you come by your own car. They say there are
even taxis in the village. I even hitchhiked once to Saldro.

Garand Slalom Cross Country Com-

bined
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Felipe Juan Pablo Alfonso de Todos

los Santos de Borbon y Grecia

10. Slope company

On the slopes you may meet Felipe VI, who, as young used
be quite a racer.

Patrick had seen the king a day before I landed. The king
didn’t wear a crown. Neither did he have any royal decora-
tions on his helmet. He did have two rather large skiing bud-
dies close by giving furtive looks around the untitled.

I take it the Catalans don’t much care about him. He’s just
another foreign royal.

However, another foreign royal, William, the Prince of Wales
would be a totally different case.
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Garand Slalom

Male Junior
1 MUGNAINI, Andrea 1973 1TA
2 MOCNIK, Blaz 1977 5L0
3 MLCH, Petr 1975 C2ZE
4 UNGAR, Cristophe 1976 sUl
5 GANNIEUX, Greg 1971 FRA
& VANGHELE, Ovidiou 1980 RUM
7 JUG, David 1978 5L0
B DANCI, Marius 1972 RUM
9 SODERLUND, Johan 1971 SWE
10 VONCINA, Matej 1980 5L0
11 PUNGONSCHI, Andrei 1980 RUM
12 BOYADJIEV, Liubomir 1972 BUL
13 EGGER.Frangois 1975 sul
14 MILICEVIC, Mirko 1975 SRB
15 SINTE, Samuel 1976 BEL
16 SCHMITZ, Bruno 1984 BEL
17 FLUGER, Rene 1974 C2E
18 LIPOVAN, Lucian 1979 RUM
19 SZABO, Gabriel 1978 HUN
20 SZANDELSKY, Bela 1972 HUN
21 IONESCU, Racfu Christian 1976 HUM
22 PALINKAS, Norbert 1972 HUN
23 ZYGAR, Mikhail 1901 RUS
24 THOMPSON, Sam 1980 GBR
25 TOUCHETTE, Alexandre 1975 CAN
26 REGAN, James 1974 FRA
27 SHAINYAN, Karen 1901 RUS
28 GUDJONSSON, Vidar 1980 ISL
29 O'DWYER, Davin 1979 IRL
30 RAGOZIN, Leonid 1972 RUS
Male Senior
1 SCHEURER, Ralf 1964 GER
2 ROSELLO, Tati 1969 SPA
3 BRECCIAROLI, Luigi 1961 ITA
4 STOYANOV, Julian 1965 BUL
§ AQUISO, Miguel 1964 SuUl
6 HAWKS, Tray 1968 USA
7 DUBRAVEC.Tom 1970 GRO
B VRANCIC, Srdjan 1965 GRO
9 SENSINI, Mario - 1963 ITA
10 CORBI, Alessandra 1963 ITA
11 DE FRANCESCHI, Stefano 1985 ITA
12 BRUENGER, Ulli 1961 GER
13 WALLACE, Frederick 1968 GAN
14 GLAVIC, Bojan 1964 5L0
15 MAGNIN, Pascal 1962 SUI
16 VILASANJUAN, Rafael 1961 SPA
17 FRANCOIS, Laurent 1970 FRA
18 MARKAUSKAS, Gytis 1961 LTU
19 KUKUSHKIN, Andrey 1965 KAZ
20 JANKOVIC, Darin 1969 CRO
21 LUCAZEAU, Olivier 1964 FRA
22 BOEVER, Eric 1961 BEL
23 MOUHY, Youssef 1965 MAR
24 MARIND, Francesco 1968 ITA
25 AMIGUET, Uuis 1962 SPA
26 WALLACE, Lars Christian 1964 NOR
27 ZIVKOV, Zaran 1968 SRB
28 BARTHA, Csaba 1963 RUM
29 CARRERAS, Ramaon 1964 SPA
30 SARATEANU, Septimiu 1969 RUM
31 UIVARI, Miklos 1968 HUN
32 SIMONIS, Damien 1963 AUS
33 TIOJordi 1866 SPA
34 KARADAG, Erkan 1967 TUR
35 SMAIL, Israel 1961 KAZ
36 CULLEN, Paul 1963 IRL
Male Super Senior
1 I1ZARD, Francesc 1948 SPA
2 GAY-COUTTET, Hubert 1951 sUl
3 KOREN, Darka 1954 5L0
4 ODELBERG, Axal 1948 SWE
5 NUSSLE, Pierre 1944 SUI
6 RICHEBE, Renaud 1960 FRA
7 BATISTUTA, Milos 1957 5L0
B CAMPANA, Antani 1946 SPA
9 KINSELLA, Patrik 1950 IRL
10 FLAMAND, Jean-Baptiste 1958 SUI
11 METTAN, Guy 1956 SuUl
12 MALMSTEN, Anders 1958 SWE
13 ORORINK, Matts 1951 SWE
14 STAJIC, Duska 1948 BIH
15 MOORE, Barry 1951 GBR
16 JELOVAC, Momir 1948 BIH
17 TIBERI, Gianni 1949 ITA
18 SORMANY, Pierre 1951 CAN
18 CASTELL Jaume 1948 SPA
20 VILARD, Ramon 1945 SPA
21 POPOV, Nicolay 1939 RUS
22 SCHECK, Tom 1954 NED
23 PROWSE, Michaei 1953 GBR
24 KOPIC, Jaroslav 1950 CZE
25 PUMPYANSKY, Alexander 1940 RUS
26 ARMENGOL, Jean Caries 1959 SPA
27 TOURANGEAL, Pierre 1951 CAN
2B MURI, Fritz 1955 sUl
29 POPOVIC, Danije! 1948 CRO
30 SHOLEV, Tihamir 1956 BUL
31 CHRISTENSEN, Peter Mooler 1958 DEN
32 DOVIO, Sergio 1956 ARG
33 HORGNIES, Jean-Pierre 1944 BEL
34 SALTON,2vi 1947 ISR
35 BLOEMSMA, Koos 1945 NED
36 KUKUCSAHIN, Sukru 1959 TUR
37 GRIGALIUNAS, Stasys 1960 LTU
38 SCHROEDER, Peter 1940 USA
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Cross Country

MOCNIK, Blaz
SODERLUND, Johan
UNGAR, Cristophe
JUG, David

MLCH, Petr
MUGNAINI, Andrea
BOYADIIEV, Liubomir
SHAINYAN, Karen
ZYGAR, Mikhail
TOUCHETTE, Alexandre
PUNGONSCHI, Andrei
SCHMITZ, Bruno
FLUGER, Rene
SZABO, Gabriel

IONESCU, Racfu Christian
GUDJONSSON, Vidar
PALINKAS, Narbert

DANCI, Marius.
RAGOZIN, Leanid
THOMPSON, Sam
SINTE, Samuel

TOUCHETTE, Alexandre
REGAN, James
VONCINA, Mate]
VANGHELE, Ovidiou

SCHEURER, Ralf
BRECCIAROLY, Luigi
AQUISO, Miguel

CARRERAS, Ramen

DE FRANCESCHI, Stefano
MAGNIN, Pascal
WALLACE, Frederick
MARKAUSKAS, Gytis
LUCAZEAL, Olivier
CULLEN, Paul
KUKUSHKIN, Andrey
WALLACE, Lars Christian
DUBRAVEC, Tom
BARTHA, Csaba
BOEVER, Enic

VRANCIC, Srcjan
MOUHJY, Yaussef

TIO, Jordi

JANKOVIC, Darin
UIVARI, Miklos
MARINO, Francesco
STOYANOV, Julian
AMIGUET, Uuis
KARADAG, Erkan

BATISTUTA, Milos
ODELBERG, Axel
GAY-COUTTET, Hubert
MALMSTEN, Anders.
FLAMAND, Jean-Baptiste
KOPIC, Jargslav
TOURANGEAU, Pierre
SORMANY, Pierre
STORM, Rauli

1ZARD, Francesc
POPOVIC, Danijel
RICHEBE, Renaud
INUSSLE, Pierre
CASTELL. Jaume
ROPOV, Nicolay
PUMPYANSKY, Alexander
(CHRISTENSEN PeterMocler
PROWSE, Michaei
GRIGALIUNAS, Stasys
STAJIC, Duska
MOORE, Barry
KINSELLA, Patrik
TIBERI, Gianni

DOVIO, Sergio
ORBRINK, Matts

SHOLEV, Tihamir
ARMENGOL, Joan Caries.
KUKUCSAHIN, Sukru
VILARD, Raman
SALTON, Zvi

1977 5L0
1971 5WE
1976 5Ul

1978 5L0
1975 CZE

1973 IMA

1972 BUL
1981 RUS
1981 RUS
1975 CAN
1980 RUM
1984 BEL
1974 CZE
1978 HUN

1976 HUM
1980 I5L
1972 HUN

1972 RUM
1972 RUS
1980 GER
1976 BEL

1975 CAN
1974 FRA
1980 5LO
1980 RUM

1964 GER
19611TA
1964 5U1

1964 SPA
1965 ITA

1962 5U1

1968 GAN
1961LTU
1964 FRA
1953 IRL

1965 KAZ
1964 NOR
1970 GRO
1963 RUM
1961 BEL
1965 GRO
1965 MAR
1966 5PA

1968 CRO
1968 HUN
1968 ITA
1965 BUL
1962 5PA
1967 TUR

1957 5L0
1948 SWE
1951501
1958 SWE
1958 5U1
1950 CZE
1951 CAN
1951 CAN
1947 FIN
1948 5PA
1948 CRO
1950 FRA
1944 501
1948 5PA
1938 RUS
1940 RUS
1958 DEN
1953 GBR
1960 LTU
1948 BIH
1951 GBR
1950 IRL
1948 ITA
1956 ARG
1951 SWE

1956 BUL
19589 5PA
1958 TUR
1945 SPA
1947 ISR
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Combined

MOCNIK, Blaz
MUGNAINI, Andrea
UNGAR, Cristophe
MLCH, Petr

UG, David
SODERLUND, Jchan
BOYADJIEV, Liubamir
PUNGONSCHi, Andrei
DANCI, Marius
SCHMITZ, Bruno
FLUGER, Rene
ZYGAR, Mikhail
SZABO, Gabriel
VANGHELE, Ovidiou
TOUCHETTE, Alexandre
SHAINYAN, Karen
VONCINA, Matej
IONESCU, Radu Christian
SINTE, Samuel
MILICEVIC, Mirko
PALINKAS, Norbert
GUDJONSSON, Vidar
THOMPSON, Sam
REGAN, Jomes
RAGOZIN, Leanid

SCHEURER, Ralf
BRECCIAROU, Luigi
AQUISO, Miguel

DE FRANCESCHL, Stefano
DUBRAVEC, Tom
WALLAL, Frederick
MAGNIN, Pascal
VRANCIC, Srdjan
MARKAUSKAS, Gytis
STOYANOV, Julian
KUKUSHKIN, Andrey
LUCAZEAU, Olivier
BRUENGER, Ulli
CARRERAS, Ramon
BOEVER, Eric
WALLAC, Lars Christian
JANKOVIC, Darin
MOUHY, Youssef
BARTHA, Csaba
MARIND, Francesco
CULLEN, Paul
AMIGUET, Uuis

IO, Jordi

UIVARI, Miklos
KARADAG, Erkan

GAY-COUTTET, Hubert
ODELBERG, Axel
BATISTUTA, Milas
IZARD, Ftancesc
FLAMAND, Jean-Baptiste
MALMSTEN, Anders
NUSSLE, Pierre

RICHEBE, Renzud
SORMANY, Pierre

KOPIC, Jaroslav
KINSELLA, Patrik
CASTELL, Jaume

STAJIC, Dusko
TOURANGEAU, Pierre
MOORE, Barry

POROV, Nicalay
ORBRINK, Matts

TIBERI, Gianni

POPOVIC, Danijel
PROWSE, Michae!
PUMPYANSKY, Alexander
CHRISTENSEN, Peter Moel
VILARD, Raman
ARMENGOL, Joan Carles
DOVID, Sergic
GRIGALIUNAS, Stasys
SHOLEV, Tihomir
SALTON, Zvi
KUKUCSAHIN, Sukru




