Rain, rain, go away, come again
some other day, I chanted when
we left Turin Airport. Esther,
the goddess of rain would not
listen but waived a certain fin-
ger to us and increased her fury
washing almost all the snow
away from Val Cenis, our Shan-
gri-La of skiing to be.

However, the SCIJ atmosphere created by the
reunion of old friends and new friends-to-be did
its magic during the night, and in the morning the
sunshine reflecting from half a meter of light pow-
der snow nearly blinded us.

Powder skiing

B.T.W. someone mentioned that the opening cer-
emony had been great, but many were missed. At
least three Swedes and I were fighting through the
monsoon rain. Two late-landed Britons slept in
their car that rested on a mattress of snow waiting
for a snowplough.

Anyway, what could one do on a morning like this
but rent wide flat skis, put on the darkest goggles
and hit the off-pistes and spoil one’s thigh muscles
on the very first day.

Nations’ Night

After 22 Scij meetings my menu on Finnish deli-
cacies suitable of transporting 15 hours through
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warm conditions have been tasted and ignored
enough. So I decided to treat you with a vision of
what you could have enjoyed.

Nations’ Night went as it usually does. Caviar,
pasta, cheese, vodka, sshalami, whisshkey, even
be-be-beer. New members had no difficulties to
integrate. No fights or lost shoes this time.

Enjoyin track skiing

On Monday the off-pistes had been ploughed
through and in the morning it was time to change
skis to more on-piste, particularly when a short GS
track had been prepared for us.

Training doesn’t much improve your track perfor-
mance if you only ski six days a year, but it’s fun.
Wish we had a GS track for several days.

Fake news are important?
In the evening we probably had the best Think-
Tank ever. Media, social media, news, fake news,

AA Dog sleds follow

the old road, once the
most buzy route between
France and Italy whatever
their names were at the
time.

A 1talian-French border
cuts Lake Mont Cenis in
two. Popular route for
especially morocyclists in
summer goes around the
lake.

P> The southern Maginot
line prevented Italy’s
troups from advancing in
the valley in WW2.

P> Lansevillard, the
northernmost village in
Val Cenis.




etc. A fruitful and lengthy conversation
ended to a positive conclusion: knowing
that fake news are fed to us all the time,
people tend to turn to quality media.

Sponsors sponsored publishing

Paris 2024 Olympics application gave us
more articles than no other ever. E.g. Ulli
Briinger wrote an article that was syndi-
cated to tens of newspapers in Germany.
If we only had clippings or the number of
readers of them all.

Another interesting subject was ski/
sledge transformer. You climb a hill with
the skis, them do some handymanism and
you have a sledge to speed downhill.

Grrrand Slalooom!

Tuesday entertained us with one of the
best GS track I've ever enjoyed On SCIJ
meetings. The Italians did what they came
for: collected half of the medals. We were
all so happy for them because their happi-
ness overflowed on all the rest of us. How
can you not smile in front of that child-
like, pure joy on their faces.

Great day, bad evening

Wednesday was another great skiing day.
1. In the evening the General Assembly
dropped us back to the ground.

2. We haven’t reached the 50 % limit of
clipping/participant.

3. Too many teams don’t publish at all.
4. Too few countries organise meetings.
5. We have no host for the 2019 meeting.
6. Too few people want to work for SCIJ.
Well, finally Ana Raic-Kneceviv volun-
teered to run for vice president, and as
nobody opposed she was elected.

Killer Cross Country
Thursday took us the the Bessans cross
country stadion.

If the sun could get any sunnier, it did.

Getting ready on the bench watching
the mountains behind the skiing area,
waxing faces and skis.

Slowly, in a relaxed mood we forced
ourselves towards the ski trails.

- Look out, look out! Get of the ski trail!
The early birds glid downhill attack-
ing us late ones. Disaster. Rolling, cursing
bodies hitting innocent people. No brakes

on these skis.

A Roof construction of The capel of Saint Sebastion <
Fort Victor Emmanuel. is ful of comic strips of Bibble

A house of observation and defense for the entrance P>
of the Mont-Cenis railway tunnel, was blown up during
the German withdrawal in 1944 by two wagons stuffed
with explosives. It literally jumped to drop off a bit

o further almost intact, but not really horizontal.

d <€ Ladies! How can you tolerate  The Swedes seem to &
8 this macho behaviour? 4 enjoy the party.
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a center of tourism and leisure with in par-

WEINREB WYATT Risa

< Hannibal is said to
have, Constantinus did,
as did Charlemagne
cross Col de Mont Cenis.
P> Napoleon had the road
prepared for his troops.
Later the road became a

" blue slope of a ski resort.
V Leonardo had Mona
Lisa in his saddle bag.

1951

USA

3:16.43

00:24:00

o

A Empress Eugene, the daughter-in-law
of Bonabartes brother travelled the
route by an English mail train.

< In 1940 Italian troops try
to invade France through
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" IL Smail

M Rauli 1947 FIN 1:3231 26 00:15:23 13 39 17

SINS Michael 1962 GBR  1:2243 18 00:21:36 25 43 19

1961 KAZ  1:44.84 36 00:14:45 10 46 21

ISTENSEN Peter Moeller 1958 DEN  1:39.05 31 00:18:02 19 50 23

OV Nikolay 1939 RUS  1:40.73 35 00:18:14 20 55 25

e.g. Col Mont Cenis
: without luck.

P> 73 years later the
toops of Giro d’Italia
climb the Napoleonian
road and cross the high
road of Col Mont Cenis.
PP Four years later
we with SCIJ ski there.




